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As September is coming to a close, there is a lot Resources
of excitement happening on Capitol Hill this Local News and Issues

month. With the significant and detrimental
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The parties have met and the candidates have been finalized — now what? We will
be monitoring and focusing our time on the following new updates:

. COVID-19

«  Social Security is scheduled to run out in 2026

« 2021 COLA is expected to be less than 2020 percentage

«  Surprise billing is rampant

« Is Medicaid being expanded?

«  How is International Pricing Index going to impact Medicare?

RetireSafe’s mission is even more vital in advocating on behalf of aging Americans.
However, it is just not our voice, but yours, reaching out to your elected officials to
let them know you are concerned. Please feel free to reach out to me or my staff
with issues that you wish for us to address.

COLA is decided based on the inflation rates of the economy and comes as a part of
the Social Security benefit. Due to the deflationary pressures related to COVID-19
many fear that COLA will be 0% for 2021. Many seniors are saying that COLA for
2021 is vital and necessary for survival for millions of retirees given the economic and
health impact of the pandemic. According to the Senior Citizens League, data shows
that there will be a COLA percentage in 2021, but it may not be enough for a lot of
people. Predictions indicate an approximate 1.1% to be given out next year, meaning
an even smaller amount than the 1.6% given in 2020, following the 2.8% given in 2019.
Despite the government’s reluctance to find alternative ways to adequately support the
seniors of America, the number seems to be set on being lower than the 2020 choice.
Full information and release of 2021 COLA percentage is set to be released in October
2020.

On September 13th, President Trump signed the executive order “My Most Favored
Nation”, which sets pricing guidelines for prescription drugs covered in Medicare Part
B and Part D. These prices are based on an International Pricing Index composed of
many nations, and are designed to keep drug prices in the U.S. competitive. The im-
pact this may have on the Research and Development side of Pharmaceuticals is ex-
pected to take disproportionate losses, resulting in progress on new drugs/treatments
to be halted. Some nations use Quality of Life standards (QALYs), to determine drug
prices, which price discriminate against seniors, the ill, and the disabled. Adopting
their prices in the U.S. will indirectly be adopting these discriminatory policies. At this
time, we do not expect these prices to impact our members until 2021. We will remain
committed to keeping our members up to date on this and future executive orders.
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Local News and Issues

California

We have seen the rapid expansion of wildfires in the state of California. We hope that all our members
and their families in California remain safe and secure from the wildfires this month, and from the
ongoing pandemic. The spread of the Coronavirus across the Bay Area makes the already very chal-
lenging acts of firefighting and evacuating far more difficult. Many Californians are being admitted to
hospitals due to smoke inhalation, and unfortunately there is significant overlap with those symptom-
atic of COVID-19 and those affected by the fires. Add to this the looming flu season, we strongly urge
those in CA to get the flu shot as early as possible and continue safe pandemic practices.

Tennessee

The Tennessee Senior Law Alliance and Legal Aid Society have teamed up to provide free legal advice
to seniors (60+) over the phone. This legal advice can range from current legal cases involving potential
scams as well as simple questions about benefits The free legal phone clinic will begin on Friday,
September 25th, from 1 PM to 4 PM. The TSLA and the Legal Aid Society plan to hold the free legal
phone clinic every other Friday. The number for the free legal phone clinic is (615) - 780 - 7110. When
you call, a representative will schedule a time for an attorney to return your call to discuss your case. For
best results, have relevant documentation of your case nearby and come prepared with your reasoning
for pursuing legal action.

Florida

Several nursing homes in Florida are being used as designated isolation centers for those who've tested
positive for COVID-19. These are intended to serve infected individuals who are in need of long-term care
by providing isolation and monitoring, and preventing the spread of the virus. Many of these nursing
homes are motivated to serve as COVID-19 isolation centers because of the, “higher Medicaid rates paid
by the state for COVID-19 specific care, or simply by the desire to fill empty rooms” says Eric Carlson,
an expert with the advocacy group Justice in Aging. Several of the facilities used are considered “below
average” by Medicare. This is putting many nursing home residents in these struggling facilities in danger.
For more info of a list of facilities serving as isolation centers in Florida, click the hyperlink.
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